Motivations for Seeking Outdoor Experiences

Wilderness Photographer – Geoff Murray

Broadcast 6.30pm on 28/04/2004
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	Geoff Murray, wilderness photographer
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GEORGE NEGUS: Finally tonight, you probably don't really need me to tell you, but Tasmania has produced some great wilderness photographers, internationally acclaimed, in fact. Sadly, a few of them have actually died in pursuit of that one extraordinary shot. But for many of them, like a guy called Geoff Murray, it seemed to be more about getting away alone than anything else.
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	Geoff uses a view camera and slide film to produce very high-quality images
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GEOFF MURRAY: This is the ritual I go through each time I head off into the bush, checking the camera lens – make sure everything's OK. It also helps get me in the right frame of mind for being out there. The life we lead these daysis removed from nature. A lot of people never get out into the bush, which is why it's good to be able to take images home and show them what's out here, whether they see it or not themselves. 

Getting out in the bush – it's a form of escapism... from society. Society's full of stress and pressure and time-related constraints. 

Trips into the bush to get photographs, oh, they vary quite a lot in time – anywhere between a day and 10 days. Ten days is probably the longest in the bush... and that's... that's really good. It's just a fabulous way to get away and immerse yourself in the wilderness. Some people say to me, "Don't you get scared out there?" And I just answer, "There's nothing to be scared of." There's lots more to be scared of in the cities than in the wilderness. Um... when you're out in the wilderness, you control it yourself. They say that you should always travel with company in the bush, um... and generally, it's probably good advice, but when you're taking... when you're making wilderness photographs, it's not successful to do it that way. Um... I've travelled in the bush with other people before, and it just... it restricts the way you think and the way you do things. To try and create images, you need to be alone.

Society is false, essentially. And the bush is true nature – where we all started, and where it'll all end back up again once humanity's gone. So this is the real world. So... getting away – yes, we're getting away, but we're getting back to the real world. Being out in the wilderness gives you a feeling of calmness and serenity, I guess. You do realise how insignificant you are. You're not really very important. It makes you feel humble, and you realise how important nature as a whole is, not just the person.

For this sort of photography, um... I use a view camera. Um... it's a medium format camera. It takes an image somewhat larger than your average 35mm camera. I use slide film. It's a very slow... slow thing to use, uh... somewhat cumbersome, the image you see in the back of it is upside down and back to front... which takes a little bit of getting used to, but it's not... not as bad as it sounds. It gives very high-quality images, so, um... you can produce large prints and they're still very sharp, very impressive. 

Places that have a special meaning to me for photography in Tasmania – one of the best places is the skyline traverse of the western Arthurs, which is a 10-day walk, and it's absolutely stunning. It's really, really magical. It's a fairly difficult walk, and hard of access. Another one that's really a lot easier to get to is the Walls of Jerusalem up in the central north. It's a beautiful, photogenic place, and it's only two or three hours walk in. 

With these images, I hope to bring to people's attention what's out there in the bush, and what's... what's at stake, and hopefully to convince them that it's worthwhile protecting and preserving for all time. 

GEORGE NEGUS: Absolutely breathtaking. Tasmania blows me away no matter how many times we show that sort of stuff. And why do I get the impression that Geoff Murray is a committed man?

Questions (To be done in your note book)

1. What is a wilderness photographer? Why is it considered a dangerous activity?

2. Discuss what is meant by Geoff’s views on nature; 

i) ‘The life we lead today is removed from nature’

ii) ‘Getting out in the bush is a form of escapism from society’

iii) ‘Society is false…the bush is true nature’

3. What motivates Geoff to take wilderness photographs?

4. What quote do you feel encapsulates Geoff’s motivations?

5. Why does Geoff spend up to 10 days in the bush – what does he get out of it? Why does he do it alone?

6. What emotional responses to nature does Geoff have?

7. What is his overall aim of the wilderness photos from Tasmania? Why does George say ‘Geoff Murray is a committed man’?

