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IND rips across
theridge that
-Ieads to the

summit of Mt

Everest.
Emagine the force if you
were strapped to the
outside of 2 plane in flight.

That’s howitfeelsona

pleasant day on the world's
balcony. - -

And think that down both
sides of this narrowridgeis
avertical fall of 3.5km. If
you slip, youwon't stop il
bits of your body land on
the glacierbelow. -

Youwillbecome one of
the 250 or 50 who died
trying to conquer Everest.
{Nine of those died in the
season just ended.)

‘Youmight also end up

_ one of the 120 whose bodies

remain frozen in situ. Like
Green Boots, believed tohe
Indian climber Tsewang
Paljor, who lies curledin an
ice cave that the living pass.

~Or Australian Craig Nottle

who feil at 30001 in 1984,

“No wonderthis highest
point on Earth —3850m
above sealevel —was
claimed as the Iingdom of
serious mountaineers,
mostly men, who appear to
the rest of us on that point
hetween braveryand
insanity. It was op there
with the most difficult of
natural challenges:

There may be harder

tains to scale, tough
conditions to overcome,
but the others aren’t
Everest — “Sagamartha” in
Nepalese, the goddess of
the sky.

Sixty years ago this
month New Zealander Sir .
Edmund Hillary and.
Sherpa Tenzing Norgay
“iarocked the hastm'd off™,
Being the first to succeed, it
was them versus Everast.

Their famousrouteis- .. .-

now taken by handreds in
the few days of the chmbmg
season when sunmntnng!s

- rick commercial

Ruth Lamperd

.
huranty possihle. This
year more than 50
summitted. ... -

The growthma rket up
Everestisnotinthe -
“hardcore climbers”, lt:s
made up noworpeople
willing to pay big dollars tor
the experience, " ..

There’s ta]kotereeth:ga
ladder to ease congestion
onthe finf obstacle, a
near-vertical 1Sm eliff. - ..
known as Hillary’s Step. On
busy days clitsbers wait.
hours to ascend. ’

There was news of
fighting'at Base Camp.
Abandoned gear. Rubbish
of the Western world.

Ifyouw're to believe the
reporis, Mt Everest sounds
more like a tacky tourist
destination than an icon of
human endeavour.

.Butisitreally? -
- There are many haters on
both sides. The resource:

adventurers see theirway -

.asmore responsible. The

hardcore mountaineers see
theirs as most befitting the
Everest aura,

Amsiralia’s rost
aceomplishéd climber -
Andrew Lock, lJaments the

effort to tame the mogntain-

—the excess of stuff people
nowuse to get to the top
and the distespect shown
by too many humans
litiering in a white, wild
wilderness,

Piling on things to help
yougohigher, faster or
deeper, yoU CAN OVEICOmME
anything in nature, Lock
says. “And if you tie enough
Iadders together you could
elimb to the moon.”

- Peoplewho summt say. -

-things that make it to

Famonis quoté ligts.
“This fromthe first -

woman toreach the top,

- Junko Tabet, in 10%5: ¢F

can tunderstandwhy men

Traffic )

make all this fuss about
Everest—it’s onlya
moun| Rl

Butfuss fadesupinthe |
Death Zone. People are
very smail All of them. -
.—from the n)q’gen-tank- B
free to the iewcomers,
- reliant on the fallest of —
support “are just trying to
. survive. And it doesn’t’
matter who you are,
physicallyit pushes L
‘everyone.

One eompany suggests
Everest shonld onlyhe .-
- attempted if back home’
you can ascend 1200m
carrying 20kg in no more
than three hours. That's
equivalent to walking to the
top of Mount Donna Buang
carrying a three-year-o1d, in

‘ ‘ There’s talk .
‘I of erecting

a ladder to ease
congestion on the -
- final obstacle

Ilalfthé timetaken bytﬁe

4dverage day hiker.
* A ¢limber likened the

experience in hisascentto -

the Evercst crest as feeling
as ifhehad become nothing
hut a set of Tungs, barely
conscious of doing anything
except breathing in and out
to stay alive in thin air,

The first personwith a
disability to summit
Everest, Australian Paul
Hoekey, was criticised by
some die-hard
mountaineers. He was 4
ignored, berated and bad- |
mouthed for his attempt,
up the less travelled, north
face from Tibet. He went

‘with an expedition -
.company and paid for the

privilege. He almost died on

* theway down from

bleeding on his langs.

" since SirEdmund and

_ dropto death.®.

R whetherynu Te in ihe Imrd-
- eorebrigade orina

“7ipthe same lines,” Hockey

Hels tmstrated at the
hate he says his
accomplishinent drew.’ He *
points out the setTines laid .
‘bysherpas, jn ‘the decades -

Norgaymlsss.
They'rethereonthe

common rontes up to help

climbers avoid; that lung

"Bntlt doesn’tmatter o

commercial expedition I:ke
Iwas, we are allclipped on’

says. “Upthere, we'reon
the same big lJump.of rock
and ice, but it’s like some of
the othexs have c]imhed a
different monn!

Asfrontiers went, ltwas a
doozy. Now, there Is litter
—more than 50 tonxes ofit
—lefi by climbers who
either don’t understand the
valde jn leaving only

twobase categon_
those who identified

those who were adrena

Junkies. -y
Savage says the raw‘gda ;
seems Lo supporthis ;
original hypotheses; | that-
climbers are' no differeatt
anyone ¢lse, They climb for
the same reasol some.of us
watch sport; or sollect
sta.mps. Bwause they Iike

struggling to sutvive and

footprints, of those who It’s afact, however unfair,
feelso close tothe edge of for extreme feats tohe
. Iife they don’t care. diminished once people
Queensland Umvermty of startmekidg money fromit.
Technologyresearcher Now photographs are
David Savagehasn’t . published that show a zig
elimbed Mt Everest, but and azdg ofscoresof
he's spoken telots who climbers following the line
have. He returned to up Hillary's route.
Australia last week, after . ForEverest, commercial
spending most morningsof  tours started in 1993.7¢"s
the prevlous four months gonefurthernow. Savage
gazing at the mountain discovered one American-
while drinking hismoming  based company had
coffee. dropped its price per
He interviewed 300 person to from $50,008 to
people on expedition to , $35,000in an attempt to
either Base Camp or corfier market share. At
atiempting the snymmit. - that price, profits would be
" Hewsasn't surprised to margmal he says
hear many of the amateurs ‘Thése reports msappnint
led by professionals were Lock. But he reminds that -
ticking off 2 hox on their, MtEverestisabig -~ -
bucket list, _ mountain. Those on the
- Healsowasnotsurprised  easterroutes aren't there
that so mich ruhblshlayon ror t.ne climb or l:he
the m Eai s tr ous of. atarget
slopes. L where the outcome is
"'Wouldyuu _hethmkmg < unce
about your rubbish ifyou're “They're there fortheir
atthetop, exhausted, personal reasons; whatever
they are == satistaction,

kudos," Locksaxs Six

. hundredwillgoforthe

summit in the same o to
three day window. “All ‘the

focus isonthe summit, but:

theywon'ttellyonthat ¢
they shared that moment
with 50 other people.”

“Iwould go back to
Everesttomorrow, but I
wpouldn't climh the route
themaniacsgo.Pdgoina
different seasonona
differentroute,”

The heautyand

wilderness is still there; on. '

the otherside of the

 mountain.

Hockey‘wiaslucl;;y. He
spent 20 guiet minutes at

- the top with his guide, It

was white-ont for 10 -
minutes, then everything

cleaved, his pain rewarded .
with the best view onEarth.

am on top of

e world

only one artn, EJI%rode o

t'twned.

‘people are still dof
cliinh for the right reasons -+
and nobody has aright to

. bring them down.

“They’re the ones that
can answer-‘yes’ to this
question: Wonld Istill do
this ifnobody else ever
knewI lmd""




